
What you can do to  
support Catholic schools 

Benefits of  Catholic 
Schools 

(with cited studies) 

 Catholic schools tend to operate as communities 
rather than bureaucracies, which links to higher 
levels of teacher commitment, student 
engagement, and student achievement (Marks, 
2009). 

 The Catholic school climate, mission, and 
purpose positively impact student achievement 
and attendance (Bryk, Lee, & Holland, 1993). 

 A faith-based orientation builds coherence and 
integrations of schools and school community 
(Bryk, Lee, & Holland, 1993). 

 In Catholic schools, the student achievement gap 
is smaller (Jeynes, 2007; Marks & Lee, 1989). 

 Students demonstrate higher academic 
achievement in Catholic schools (Coleman, 
Hoffer, & Kilgore, 1982; Sander, 1996). 

 Catholic school graduates have higher academic 
achievement, higher levels of happiness, more 
confidence and trust in people, and more support 
for equality of women and other races (Greeley 
1982; Coleman 1982; Bryk, 1993).  

 The poorer and more at-risk a student is, the 
greater the relative achievement gains in Catholic 
schools (York, 1996). 

 Graduates of Catholic high schools are more 
likely to vote (Dee, 2005). 

 Graduates of Catholic schools are likely to earn 
higher wages (Neal, 1997). 

 Catholic schools tend to produce graduates who 
are more civically engaged, more tolerant of 
diverse views, and more committed to service as 
adults  (Campbell, 2001; Wolf, Greene, Kleitz, & 
Thalhammer, 2001). 

 Attending Catholic 
elementary and high 
school increases by 
over one-half 
likelihood of attending 
weekly Mass as adults 
and decreases 
likelihood of young 
people leaving the 
Church in later life.  
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 Keep in your prayers these sacred 
spaces where the gospel is 
proclaimed, community is 
experienced, service is the norm, 
and thanksgiving and worship are 
cultivated. 

 Attend Mass or a prayer service at 
a Catholic school. 

 Get involved on a school board or 
other organization that supports 
Catholic schools. 

 Convene a group of people to 
host, attend, or participate in a 
fundraiser. 

 Send your children to Catholic 
schools. 

 Teach, work, volunteer, or coach 
in a Catholic school. 



Dear Parent,  
 

 
Welcome to St. 
Mary’s Catholic 
School!  I truly hope 
that this brochure 
inspires you with a 
great love of 
Catholic education.  
Catholic education offers the unique opportunity 
to address the needs of the whole child 
academically as well as spiritually. In the St. 
Mary’s community,  we believe that each child 
holds a special place of blessing  in the palm of 
God’s hand,  endowing  each with His divine 
purpose to further God’s kingdom. 
 
St. Mary’s Catholic School promotes a community 

of believers that are active learners in the spirit of 

Our Heavenly Father, maturing to become 

responsible faith-filled citizens in today’s society. 

The purpose, design, and implementation of our 

values-infused 

curriculum does 

indeed reflect our 

school mission 

and 115-year 

tradition! Come 

join us and see! 

I look forward to speaking with you about the 
benefits of a St. Mary’s education.  
 

Every Blessing, 
 

Ms. Nisa Lagle M. Ed. 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

Commitment to Educating Students 
of All Faiths: 

 

St. Mary’s Catholic School accepts children of 
all nationalities and religions and does not 
discriminate against applicants on the basis of 
race, creed, or national origin.  Although St. 
Mary’s is a Catholic parochial school, we have 
many students who are not Catholic.  St. 
Mary’s welcomes cultural and religious 
diversity within our Catholic mission.  We 
invite you to ask about the opportunity for 
spiritual growth that we provide for our       
non-Catholic students and the opportunity for 
all parents to be involved as volunteers in the 
School’s many activities.    

About Our School... 
History of the School: 
 

St. Mary's Catholic School was founded in 
1897 under the name of St. Mary's Academy 
by Father Heckmann, pastor of St. Mary's 
Church. Under his direction, with the active 
support of a dedicated group of parishioners, 
Divine Providence Sisters guided the pupils 
for several years. The Divine Providence   
Sisters withdrew in 1912 and not until 1919 
could teaching sisters be found to continue 
their good work. Sisters of the Congregation 
of the Incarnate Word and Blessed  
Sacrament from Houston, Texas, began their 
mission at St. Mary's School in 1919 and had 
a presence in the school until the retirement 
in May 1995 of long-time librarian, Sister 
James Philip Davison. In 1974, Mrs. Loris 
Edwards became the first lay principal.   

 
 

The primary role of St. Mary’s Catholic School is the continuous 
formation of our students through a Catholic program of 

education committed to a standard of excellence. 
 

We help students to develop their spiritual, moral, intellectual, 
social, emotional, and physical abilities within a community 

dedicated to living the gospel. 
 

In cooperation with the family, we help students to form 

character, so they will accept responsibility to fulfill their personal 

potential and learn to share their gifts through love for all. 

Mission of St. Mary’s Catholic School: 
 

 

 
St. Mary’s Catholic  School continues to pride itself on 
academics.  Each year, St. Mary’s partakes in the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) as a way of improving 
classroom instruction.  Traditionally, St. Mary’s has 
done exceptionally well in this type of testing.  Our 
students continue to score above the national average 
on the ITBS as they also perform on the Assessment for 
Catechesis/Religious Education (ACRE) Exam taken 
by our 5th and 8th grade students.  St Mary’s Catholic 
School elementary and middle school won the district 
level of the Private School Interscholastic Association 
(PSIA) competition during the 2011-2012 school year as 
well!  What an achievement!  St. Mary’s repeatedly 
illustrates the success with which our students are able 
to master our curriculum and apply their knowledge. 

Academic Excellence: 


